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------Rough Draft------

November 25, 2005 A.D.

The Joyful Sound of Music

Characters
Narrator
Maria
Captain Georg von Trapp
Franz (the Butler)

Mother Abbess

Sister Margaretta

Sister Berthe

Sister Sophia

Sister Bernice
Sister Agatha

Pentecostal Missionaries:
Harold Kenney
Helen Kenney


Trapp Family:

16 year-old Liesl

14 year-old Friedrich

13 year-old Louisa

11 year-old Kurt

10 year-old Brigitta

7 year-old Marta

5 year-old Gretl

Sets
The Abbey - Mother Abbess’ office
Mountain

Trapp Castle
Trapp Castle (children’s bedroom)
The Abbey - Chapel

Note
All Scriptures used are taken from the New King James Version

Act 1 - Scene 1

------------------------------------------------------------

Scriptures On-Screen:
” Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of 
      Your countenance.”           Psalm 89:15 NKJV

“Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers 
     accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals, by 
    raising the voice with resounding joy.”         1 Chronicles 15:16 NKJV

On-Screen:  As the Narrator speaks, the scriptures appear on the screen.

------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR
Praise the Lord!

In our play today we meet Maria, a girl who is studying to be a nun.  Maria is a curious girl, and she 

loves to spend time on the mountain alone.  During one of her times singing out on the mountain, she 
met a Pentecostal a missionary family-- Harold and Helen Kenney--who started a prayer meeting there. Over several months, the Kenneys could see Maria was hungry for the Word of God.  They became 
her friends and gave her Bible studies--because she wanted to know more!

------------------------------------------------------------

Spotlight:  on the Kenneys, sitting on  chairs, center stage.
Maria is sitting there, too.   They have Bibles on their laps--

On-Screen:  As Harold speaks, the scriptures appear on the screen

------------------------------------------------------------

HAROLD KENNEY

Maria, you’ve been called to the Kingdom of God for such a time as this, just like it says here in Esther:
”For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
   another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come 
   to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

HELEN KENNEY
Yes, and we’ve known for a long time that you have a special calling on your life.

MARIA
Oh, thank you Bro. And Sis. Kenney!  I love you both so very much.  You’ve taken the time to teach me the Word of God…and you’ve answered all my questions.    But…still…I wonder…

HELEN KENNEY

What are you thinking, dear?

MARIA
Oh, I was just wondering …what The Lord will do with my life!?  (looks at her watch)

Oh, it’s getting late….I better get back to the convent!    (exits stage, goes to the middle aisle)

------------------------------------------------------------

Close Curtain
Set change:  Abbey office

On-Screen:  pictures of the sunny, snow-peaked mountains, during the song

Spotlight:   on Maria, walks from center aisle as she sings, up to the front of the stage

------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image2.png]



Song - The Joyful Sound of Music

MARIA 
(sings)

My soul is alive with the sound of music

With songs I could sing for a thousand years

The Lord fills my heart with the sound of music

My heart wants to sing every song it hears

My heart wants to beat like the wings of the 

     birds that rise from the lake to the trees

My heart wants to sigh like a chime that flies

     from a church on a breeze

To laugh like a brook when it trips and falls over stones on its way

To sing through the night like a lark who is learning to pray

I go to the hills when my heart is lonely

I know I will hear what I've heard before

My heart will be blessed with the sound of music

And I'll sing once more

Act 1 - Scene 2

NARRATOR

Meanwhile back at the Abbey where Maria lives, nuns in black habits and novices wearing smocked 
gray aprons walk calmly across a cobblestone courtyard. Carrying Bibles, they file into a chapel 
decorated with richly colored stained glass windows and stone sculptures.

------------------------------------------------------------

Spotlight:  on the nuns on stage

------------------------------------------------------------

SISTER BERNICE 
Reverend Mother?

MOTHER ABBESS 
Sister Bernice?

SISTER BERNICE 
I simply cannot find her.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria? 

SISTER BERNICE 
She's missing from the Abbey again. 

SISTER BERTHE 
Perhaps we should have put a cowbell around her neck.

SISTER MARGARETTA 
Have you tried the barn? You know how much she adores the  animals.

SISTER BERNICE 
I have looked everywhere, in all of the usual places.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Sister Bernice, considering that it's Maria, I suggest you look in someplace unusual.

(Sister Bernice nods and walks away.) 

SISTER BERTHE 
Well, Reverend Mother, I hope this new infraction ends whatever doubts you may still 
have about Maria's future here.

MOTHER ABBESS 
I always try to keep faith in my doubts, Sister Berthe.

SISTER MARGARETTA 
After all, the wool of a black sheep is just as warm.

SISTER BERTHE 
We are not talking about sheep, black or white, Sister Margaretta. Of all the candidates for 
the novitiate I would say that Maria is the least likely--

MOTHER ABBESS 
(chides them) Children, children.

(Mother Abbess sees several nuns gathered, staring at them, puzzled…then to the other nuns) 
... er, we were speculating about the qualifications of some of our postulants. The Mistress of 
Novices and the Mistress of Postulants were trying to help me by expressing opposite points 

of view. Tell me, Sister Catherine, what do you think of ... Maria?

SISTER CATHERINE 
She's a wonderful girl ... some of the time.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Sister Agatha?

SISTER AGATHA 
It's very easy to like Maria ... except when it's, uh, difficult.

MOTHER ABBESS 
And you, Sister Sophia?

SISTER SOPHIA 

Oh, I love her very dearly. But she always seems to be in trouble, doesn't she?

SISTER BERTHE 

Exactly what I say!
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Song - Maria

SISTER BERTHE (sings)

She climbs a tree and scrapes her knee
Her dress has got a tear

SISTER SOPHIA (sings)

She waltzes on her way to Mass

And whistles on the stair

SISTER BERTHE (sings)

And underneath her wimple

She has curlers in her hair

SISTER CATHERINE (sings)

I've even heard her singing in the Abbey

SISTER AGATHA (sings)
 She's always late for chapel


SISTER SOPHIA (sings) 
But her penitence is real


SISTER BERTHE (sings) 
She's always late for everything

SISTER CATHERINE (sings) 
Except for every meal


SISTER BERTHE (sings) 

I hate to have to say it

But I very firmly feel

SISTERS BERTHE, AGATHA, SOPHIA and CATHERINE (sing together) 

Maria's not an asset to the Abbey

SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
I'd like to say a word in her behalf

MOTHER ABBESS (spoken) 
Then say it, Sister Margaretta.

SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
Maria makes me laugh

------------------------------------------------------------

Sister Berthe scowls. Reverend Mother smiles.

------------------------------------------------------------

MOTHER ABBESS (sings)

How do you solve a problem like Maria?

How do you catch a cloud and pin it down?

SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
How do you find a word that means Maria?


SISTER CATHERINE (sings) 
A flibbertijibbet! 

SISTER SOPHIA (sings) 
A will-o'-the wisp! 

SISTER BERTHE (sings) 
A clown!

MOTHER ABBESS (sings)

Many a thing you know you'd like to tell her

Many a thing she ought to understand

SISTER BERTHE (sings)

But how do you make her stay

And listen to all you say?

MOTHER ABBESS (sings) 
How do you keep a wave upon the sand?

SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
Oh, how do you solve a problem like Maria?


MOTHER ABBESS (sings) 
How do you hold a moonbeam in your hand?

SISTER SOPHIA (sings)

When I'm with her I'm confused

Out of focus and bemused

And I never know exactly where I am


SISTER AGATHA (sings) 
Unpredictable as weather


SISTER CATHERINE (sings) 
She's as flighty as a feather


SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
She's a darling! 


SISTER BERTHE (sings) 
She's a demon! 


SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
She's a lamb!

SISTER SOPHIA (sings)

She'd outpester any pest

Drive a hornet from its nest


SISTER AGATHA (sings) 
She can throw a whirling dervish out of whirl


SISTER MARGARETTA (sings)
She is gentle! She is wild!


SISTER CATHERINE (sings)
She's a riddle! She's a child!


SISTER BERTHE (sings)
She's a headache! 


SISTER MARGARETTA (sings)
She's an angel!


MOTHER ABBESS (sings) 
She's a girl!

------------------------------------------------------------

The nuns press their hands together and gaze heavenward.

------------------------------------------------------------

THE SINGING NUNS

How do you solve a problem like Maria?

How do you catch a cloud and pin it down?

How do you find a word that means Maria?

A flibbertijibbet! 

SISTER MARGARETTA 
A will-o'-the wisp! 


SISTER BERTHE 
A clown!

THE SINGING NUNS

Many a thing you know you'd like to tell her

Many a thing she ought to understand


MOTHER ABBESS (sings) 
But how do you make her stay

SISTER BERTHE (sings) 
And listen to all you say?


SISTER MARGARETTA (sings) 
How do you keep a wave upon the sand?

THE SINGING NUNS 
Oh, how do you solve a problem like Maria?
How do you hold a moonbeam in your hand?

Act 1 - Scene 3


------------------------------------------------------------

Close Curtain

Set change:  to Mother Abbey’s office (a desk and chair)

Open Curtain

------------------------------------------------------------

SISTER MARGARETTA 
You may go in now, Maria. 

------------------------------------------------------------

Maria gulps nervously. Sister Margaretta smiles and squeezes her arm in 

encouragement. Maria steps into ...The Reverend Mothers’ office

------------------------------------------------------------

MOTHER ABBESS 
Come here, my child.

------------------------------------------------------------

Maria hurries over to the Abbess who sits behind a large desk. She kneels and 

quickly kisses the Reverend Mother's hand.

------------------------------------------------------------

MOTHER ABBESS 
Now, sit down.

MARIA 
Oh ... Oh, Reverend Mother, I'm so sorry. I just couldn't help myself. The gates were open 
and the hills were beckoning and before I--

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria, I haven't summoned you here for apologies.

MARIA 
Oh, please, Mother, do let me ask for forgiveness. 

MOTHER ABBESS 
If it'd make you feel better.

MARIA 
Yes. Well, you see, the sky was so blue today and everything was so green and fragrant, 
I just had to be a part of it. And the mountain kept leading me higher and higher as though 
it wanted me to go right through the clouds with it.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Child, suppose darkness had come and you were lost?

MARIA 
Oh, Mother, I could never be lost up there. That's my mountain.  I was brought up on it. 
It was the mountain that led me to you.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Oh?

MARIA 
When I was a child, I would come down the mountain and climb a tree and look over into your 
garden. I'd see the sisters at work and I'd hear them sing on their way to vespers. Which brings me 
to another transgression, Reverend Mother. I was singing out there today without permission.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria, it is only here in the Abbey that we have rules about postulants singing.

MARIA 
I can't seem to stop singing wherever I am. And what's worse, I can't seem to stop saying things. I ... everything and anything I think and feel.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Some people would call that honesty.

MARIA 
Oh, but it's terrible, Reverend Mother. You know how Sister Berthe always makes me kiss the floor 
after we've had a disagreement? Well, lately, I've taken to kissing the floor when I see her coming -- 
just to save time.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria ... when you saw us over the Abbey wall and longed to be one of us, that didn't necessarily mean that you were prepared for the way we live here, did it?

MARIA 
No, Mother, but I, I pray and I try. And I am learning. I really am.

MOTHER ABBESS 
And what is the most important lesson you have learned here, my child?

MARIA 
To find out what is the will of God and ... to do it wholeheartedly.

------------------------------------------------------------

The Reverend Mother stands up decisively.

------------------------------------------------------------

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria, it seems to be the will of God that you leave us.

MARIA 
Leave?!

MOTHER ABBESS 
Only for a while, Maria.

MARIA 
Oh, no, Mother! Please don't do that! Don't send me away! This is where I belong. It's my home, 
my family. It's my life.

MOTHER ABBESS 
But are you truly ready for it?

MARIA 
Yes, I am.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Perhaps if you go out into the world for a time, knowing what we expect of you, you will have a 
chance to find out if you can expect it of yourself.

MARIA 
I know what you expect, Mother. And I can do it. I promise I can.

MOTHER ABBESS 
Maria.

MARIA 
(gazes into the nun's stern, kind face.) Yes, Mother. (sinks into her chair) If it is God's will.

MOTHER ABBESS (picks up a letter from her desk) There is a family near Salzburg that needs a governess until September.

MARIA 
Until September!

MOTHER ABBESS 
To take care of seven children.

MARIA 
Seven children!

MOTHER ABBESS 
Do you like children, Maria?

MARIA 
Oh, yes, but seven ... ?

MOTHER ABBESS 
I will tell Captain Von Trapp to expect you tomorrow.

MARIA 
Uh, Captain?

MOTHER ABBESS 
A retired officer of the Imperial Navy. A fine man and a brave one. His wife died several years ago leaving him alone with the children. Now, I understand he's had a most difficult time managing to keep 

a governess there.

MARIA 
Uh ... why "difficult", Reverend Mother?

MOTHER ABBESS 
The Lord will show you in His own good time.

------------------------------------------------------------

Maria gives her a look.

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 2 - Scene 1
NARRATOR

Maria walks out of the Abbey wearing a drab gray dress, baggy burlap jacket, and a wide-brimmed leather hat. She carries a guitar case in one hand and a carpetbag in the other. Maria stops and looks 
back with a sad, wistful frown, then continues toward the Abbey's iron gates.

MARIA 
When the Lord closes a door... (sighs)... somewhere he opens a window.
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Song - God has Confidence

MARIA (sings)

What will this day be like? I wonder.

What will my future be? I wonder.

It could be so exciting.....to be out in the world....to be free!

My heart should be wildly rejoicing.

Oh, what's the matter with me?

I've always longed for adventure,

To do the things I've never dared.

Now here I'm facing adventure

Then why am I so scared?

A captain with seven children...

What's a fearsome about that?

Oh, I must stop these doubts,

All these worries.

If I don't I just know I'll turn back!

I must dream of the things I am seeking.

I am seeking the courage I lack.

The courage to serve them with reliance,

Face my mistakes without defiance.

Show them I'm worthy

And while I show them

God'll show me!

So, let them bring on all their problems,

I'll do better than my best.

I have confidence

They'll put me to the test!

But I'll make them see

God has confidence in me.

Somehow I will impress them.

I will be firm, but kind.

And all those children,

Heaven bless them

They will look up to me

And mind me!

With each step I am more certain,

Everything will turn out fine.

I have confidence,

The world can all be mine!

They'll have to agree

God has confidence in me.

I have confidence in sunshine,

I have confidence in rain.

I have confidence that Jesus will come again!

Besides, which you see

God has confidence in me.

Strength doesn't lie in numbers.

Strength doesn't lie in wealth,

Strength lies in nights of peaceful slumbers,

When you wake up, wake up!

It tells me when I trust to give my heart to Him,

All I am becomes His own!

I have confidence in Jesus Christ alone!

Besides, which you see,

God has confidence in me!

------------------------------------------------------------

Set change:  Trapp castle

Sound effect:  knocking sound on wood

Maria “knocks” then enters from side stage

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
Hello! Here I am! 

FRANZ 
(studies her homely clothes with a doubtful look)

MARIA 
I'm from the convent. I'm the new governess, Captain.

FRANZ 
And I'm the old butler, Fraulein.

MARIA 
(disappointed) Oh. (makes the best of it, upbeat) Well, how do you do? 

(She shakes his hand. He doesn't smile.)

MARIA 
Hmm.

(Maria picks up her guitar case and carpetbag and follows him into the house)

FRANZ 
You'll, uh -- wait here please (exits stage)

CAPTAIN  (enters stage from same location where the Butler left)
In the future, you will kindly remember there are certain rooms in 

this house which are not to be disturbed.

MARIA 
Yes, Captain. Sir.

CAPTAIN 
Why do you stare at me that way?

MARIA 
Well, you don't look at all like a sea Captain, sir.

CAPTAIN 
I'm afraid you don't look very much like a governess. Turn around, please.

MARIA 
What?

CAPTAIN 
Hmm, turn. (Maria turns around as the Captain scrutinizes her clothes.)
Hat -- off. 

MARIA

(removes her leather hat)

CAPTAIN 
Sss -- It's the dress. You'll have to put on another one before you meet the children.

MARIA 
But I don't have another one. When we enter the Abbey, our worldly clothes are given to the poor.

CAPTAIN 
What about this one?

MARIA 
Well, the poor didn't want this one.

CAPTAIN 
Hmm.

MARIA 
Well, I would have made myself a new dress, but there wasn't time. I can make my own clothes.

CAPTAIN 
Well, I'll see that you get some material... today, if possible.   Now, Fraulein ... uh ...

MARIA 
Maria, sir.

CAPTAIN 
Fraulein Maria, I don't know how much the Mother Abbess has told you.

MARIA 
Not much.

CAPTAIN 
You are the twelfth in a long line of governesses, who have come to look after my children since their mother died. I trust that you will be an improvement on the last one. She stayed only two hours.

MARIA 
(giving him a worried look) What's wrong with the children?

CAPTAIN 
(pauses) There's nothing wrong with the children -- only the governesses. 

MARIA 
Oh.

CAPTAIN 
They were completely unable to maintain discipline. Without it, this house cannot be properly run. You will please remember that, Fraulein.


MARIA 
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN 
Every morning you will drill the children in their studies. I will not permit them to dream away their summer holidays. Each afternoon, they will march about the grounds, breathing deeply. Bedtime is to be strictly observed, no exceptions...

MARIA 
Excuse me, sir, when do they play?

CAPTAIN 
... You will see to it that they conduct themselves at all times 

with the utmost orderliness and decorum. I'm placing you in command.

MARIA 
(with an overly enthusiastic salute) Yes, sir!

CAPTAIN 

Oh… Here they come now…

------------------------------------------------------------

Enter in the Trapp family children, they stand before the Captain, as the Captain walks back and forth, 
as if he is inspecting his troops.

------------------------------------------------------------

CAPTAIN

Hup! (Friedrich puffs out his chest.)

Now ...(pointing toward Maria) …this is your new governess, Fraulein Maria. 

------------------------------------------------------------

The children eye her disapprovingly.

------------------------------------------------------------

CAPTAIN 
As I point at each one of you, you will step forward and give your name. 

(to Maria) You, Fraulein, will listen carefully, so that you can call them when you want them.

------------------------------------------------------------

The Captain points.  Each child, responding to their signal, steps forward in a military manner, announces his or her name, and then steps back in line.

------------------------------------------------------------

LIESL 
Liesl!

FRIEDRICH 
Friedrich!

LOUISA 
Louisa!

KURT 
Kurt!

BRIGITTA 
Brigitta!

MARTA 
Marta!

------------------------------------------------------------

The littlest girl forgets to step out. The Captain has to point at her twice. She steps out 
and in but forgets to shout her name.   Maria is rather amused at this.

------------------------------------------------------------

CAPTAIN 
(a little embarrassed, to Maria)  And Gretl…? Ahem.

(to Maria)    Now, let's see how well you listened.

MARIA 

Oh, I, I, I won't need yell at them, Reverend Captain. I mean, um, I'll use their names. 
And such lovely names.

CAPTAIN 
Fraulein, were you this much trouble at the Abbey?

MARIA 
Oh, much more, sir!

CAPTAIN 
Hmm.

MARIA 
Excuse me, sir, I don't know your name?!

CAPTAIN 
(coldly) You may call me -- Captain.  (he exits stage)

MARIA 
(sighs) At ease. 

------------------------------------------------------------

In unison, they place their hands behind their backs. They're a well-trained bunch.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
Well, now that there's just us, would you please tell me all your names again and how old you are?

------------------------------------------------------------

The children step forward and back in military fashion announcing their names and ages.
------------------------------------------------------------

LIESL 

I'm Liesl. I'm sixteen years old, and I don't need a governess.

MARIA 
Well, I'm glad you told me, Liesl. We'll just be good friends.

FRIEDRICH 
I'm Friedrich. I'm fourteen. I'm impossible.

MARIA 
(laughs) Really? Who told you that, Friedrich?

FRIEDRICH 
Fraulein Josephine. Four governesses ago.

LOUISA 
I'm Brigitta.

MARIA 
(smiles) You, um, didn't tell me how old you are, Louisa.

BRIGITTA 
I'm Brigitta. She's Louisa. She's thirteen years old, and you're smart. I'm ten, and I think your 
dress is the ugliest one I ever saw.

KURT 
Brigitta, you shouldn't say that.

BRIGITTA 
Why not? Don't you think it's ugly?

KURT 
Of course. But Fraulein Helga's was ugliest.

KURT 
I'm Kurt. I'm eleven. I'm incorrigible.

MARIA 
Congratulations.

KURT 
What's "incorrigible"?

MARIA 
I think it means you want to be treated like a boy.

------------------------------------------------------------

Marta steps forward and tugs at Maria's sleeve.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
Mm-hm?

MARTA 
I'm Marta, and I'm going to be seven on Tuesday, and I'd like a pink parasol.

MARIA 
Well, pink's my favorite color too!

------------------------------------------------------------

The littlest, Gretl, stamps her foot.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
Yes, you're Gretl.

------------------------------------------------------------

Gretl holds up her hand showing all five fingers.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
And you're five years old? My, you're practically a lady.

------------------------------------------------------------

Gretl and Marta laugh at this. Maria looks at the line of children from Liesl to Gretl. 

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 

Now, I have to tell you a secret. I've never been a governess before.

------------------------------------------------------------

The children look at one another, ready for mischief.

------------------------------------------------------------

LOUISA 
You mean you don't know anything about being a governess?

MARIA 
Nothing. I'll need lots of advice.

LOUISA 
Well, the best way to start is to be sure to tell father to mind his own business.

------------------------------------------------------------

They crowd around Maria.

------------------------------------------------------------

FRIEDRICH 
You must never come to dinner on time.

BRIGITTA 
Never eat your soup quietly.

------------------------------------------------------------

Friedrich makes slurping noises.

------------------------------------------------------------

KURT 
And, during dessert, always blow your nose.

GRETL 
Don't believe a word they say, Fraulein Maria! 

MARIA 
Oh, why not?

GRETL 
Because I like you!

MARIA

Well, sweetie, I like you too.  I like all of you (looks at each one)

I have a story I want to tell you.

LOUISA

A story?  What kind of story?  I like to write things, like in my diary that I’m not supposed to have--

FRIEDRICH

You have a diary?  I’m telling father--

MARIA

Whoa -- hold on just a minute.  I can see why now God wanted me here.  I wrote a poem yesterday before the convent sent me here.  Do you want to hear it?

GRETL

Yes, please tell us, Maria!

MARIA

(smiles) Ok, do you promise to listen real close?

MARTA

Yes ma’am.

LIESL

But make it quick!

BRIGITTA

Or we’ll all get into trouble.

------------------------------------------------------------

On-Screen:  the words appear on the screen as she reads, with mountains in the background

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA

(pulls out the poem and begins to read)

The title is All Alone on this Mountain (this gets their attention)

All alone on this mountain
I feel so close to you, Lord
I feel Your presence in the wind
No more pressure from the world

Up here I can pray and sing to You
Because up here nothing else matters
Jesus I just want to say I love You
Here we can commune together

I just want to thank You Jesus
See I’m just a nobody to me
But You chose me for such a time as this
Now I’m a somebody to help others see

Every time I’m with my new church family
I feel so loved and so at home and so free

Thank You Jesus!


GRETL
Could we go to church with you?

------------------------------------------------------------

Enter in the Franz, the Butler--

------------------------------------------------------------

FRANZ
Fraulein Maria, it is time for you to pick out your new dress

GRETL

(Gretl runs to Franz and hangs on him to change his mind)
No….wait….I want Maria to stay.  I’m scared and sad without her.

FRANZ

What?  (looks around) Well, all right.  (exits)

MARIA 
Well, now, when anything bothers me and I'm feeling unhappy, I just try and think of nice things.

LOUISA AND MARTA 
What kind of things?
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Song - My Favorite Things

MARIA 
Uh .. well, let me see, nice things. Daffodils. Green meadows. Skies full of stars. 
Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens ...

(sings)

... Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens

Brown paper packages tied up with strings

These are a few of my favorite things

Cream-colored ponies and crisp apple streudels

Doorbells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles

Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings

These are a few of my favorite things

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes

Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes

Silver white winters that melt into springs

These are a few of my favorite things

When the dog bites

When the bee stings

When I'm feeling sad

I simply remember my favorite things

And then I don't feel so bad

------------------------------------------------------------

Maria puts her arms around Marta and Gretl.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARTA 
Does it really work?

MARIA 
Of course it does. You try it. What things do you like?

MARTA 
Pussy willows!

LOUISA 
Christmas!

GRETL 
Bunny rabbits!

KURT 
Snakes!

BRIGITTA 
Chocolate icing!

FRIEDRICH 
No school!

LIESL 
Telegrams!

LOUISA 
Birthday presents!

BRIGITTA 
Any presents!

MARIA 
(agreeing) Yes!

GRETL 
Ladybugs!

MARIA 
What?

MARTA 
Cats!

KURT 
Rats!

LOUISA 
A good sneeze!

KURT 
Ah-choo!

MARIA 
Gesundheit! See what fun it is?

(sings)

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens

Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens

Brown paper packages tied up with strings

These are a few of my favorite things

Cream-colored ponies and crisp apple streudels

Doorbells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles

Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings

These are a few of my favorite things

MARIA (sings) 

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes

Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes

Silver white winters that melt into springs

These are a few of my favorite things

When the dog bi--

------------------------------------------------------------

The music abruptly stops as Maria suddenly runs into the Captain who stands 

in the doorway with a disapproving frown.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA 
... dog bites ... uh ... 

------------------------------------------------------------

Maria steps back. The children, terrified of their father  line up in a row at attention.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA (cheerfully) 
Uh, hello ...

CAPTAIN
Fraulein, it’s time for you to get your new dress…and to stop making a mess.  These children are to maintain the strictest standards at all times.

MARIA

Sir…yes sir.

CAPTAIN

…I will be leaving shortly.  The Butler will assist you with getting your new dress made.

Do you think you can watch the children?

MARIA

Oh yes…sir.  I can do that, Reverend sir.

------------------------------------------------------------

Close curtain

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 2 - Scene 2

------------------------------------------------------------

Open curtain:  Trapp children’s bedroom scene

Place bed in center stage; Gretl is laying in the bed and Maria is sitting next to her;

The rest of the children are gathered around her.

------------------------------------------------------------

MARIA
Did you all have fun at the picnic today?

LOUISA 

(kindly interrupts Maria)   Fraulein Maria?

MARIA 
Mm hmm?

LOUISA 

Can we do this every day?

MARIA 
Don't you think you'd soon get tired of it, Louisa?

LOUISA 
I suppose so... Every other day?

KURT 
I haven't had so much fun since the day we put glue on Fraulein Josephine's toothbrush.

MARIA 
I can't understand how children as nice as you can manage to play such awful tricks on people.

BRIGITTA 
Oh, it's easy. 

MARIA 
But why do it?

LIESL 
Well, how else can we get Father's attention?

BRIGITTA 
Yes.

MARIA 
Oh, I see. Well, we'll have to think about that one. All right, everybody. Over here. 

MARTA 
What are we going to do?

MARIA 
Let's think of something to sing for the Baroness when she comes.

MARTA 
Father doesn't like us to sing.

MARIA 
Well, perhaps we can change his mind. Now, what songs do you know?

FRIEDRICH 
We don't know any songs.

MARIA 
Not any?

LOUISA 
We don't even know how to sing.

BRIGITTA 
No.

MARIA 
Well, let's not lose any time. You must learn.   

GRETL 
But how?

MARIA

I will teach you…one that I learned from Bro. And Sis. Kenney.
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Song - Go-Pray-See

MARIA (sings) 

Let's start at the very beginning

A very good place to start

When you read you begin with ...

GRETL (sings) 
A-B-C

MARIA (sings) 

When you sing you begin with go-pray-see!

THE CHILDREN (sing) 

Go-pray-see

MARIA (sings) 

Go-pray-see

The first three notes just happen to be

Go-pray-see

THE CHILDREN (sing) 

Go-pray-see

MARIA (sings) 

Go-pray-see-start-sow-ha-team, go….

(spoken) 

Oh, let's see if I can make it easier. Mmm ...

(sings)

Go, therefore, and teach all people
Pray, and go with the grace of God

See today the salvation of the Lord
Start is where we must begin

Sow the awesome Word of God
Ha the joy that comes from sow
Team now go forth and work for Him!

MARIA AND THE CHILDREN

Go, therefore, and teach all people
Pray, and go with the grace of God

See today the salvation of the Lord
Start is where we must begin

Sow the awesome Word of God
Ha the joy that comes from sow
Team now go forth and work for Him!

That will bring us back to ...

Go, therefore, and teach all people
Pray, and go with the grace of God

See today the salvation of the Lord
Start is where we must begin

Sow the awesome Word of God
Ha the joy that comes from sow
Team now go forth and work for Him!

MARIA (sings)

That will bring us back to Go, go, go… 

Go-pray-see-start-sow-ha-team,

So-Go!

LOUISA

That’s a great song, Maria!

MARIA

Thank you, Louisa.

------------------------------------------------------------

Enter in Franz, the Butler

------------------------------------------------------------

FRANZ

Fraulein Maria, I feel I must tell you that the Captain is returning soon

MARIA

Thank you, kind sir for warning me this time!  Children, we must clear out this room at once!

------------------------------------------------------------

Exit Franz, the Butler

Enter in the Captain, with Bro. And Sis. Kenney

------------------------------------------------------------

CAPTAIN
(excited) Fraulein, while I was away, I met these inspiring people, and--

MARIA

Bro. and Sis. Kenney!  (she runs and hugs them)  It’s so good to see you--

How did you know I was here--what’s going on--what happened?

HAROLD KENNEY

(smiling) Oh, really Maria, we didn’t know, but God knows!  We met the Captain while we were ministering in the streets in Vienna.  He stopped and listened as I preached.  When we asked people 
if they would pray with us, he was one who prayed!  He repented and he felt so good he invited us 
to dinner at his house.  He is a good man.

HELEN KENNEY

It’s so good to see you, Maria!  How do you like working here, so far?

MARIA

Well, at first I was scared -- seven children and all-- but God knows what He’s doing and where He’s leading me-- leading us!

CAPTAIN

I feel so good.  Does it get any better?

------------------------------------------------------------

Bro. and Sis. Kenney look at each other knowingly

------------------------------------------------------------

HELEN KENNEY
Oh, yes, it does!  Walking with the Lord gets sweeter every day.

GRETL

(gets out of bed and taps on his leg) Father… 

CAPTAIN

I know it’s late, but we must make preparations at once for dinner!

GRETL
Father (keeps on tapping)

CAPTAIN

Ahem….What is it, Gretl?

GRETL
Can I stay up for dinner, too?  Please?

CAPTAIN

Oh… well… (looks around) ok!  I have an idea!  Fraulein Maria--

MARIA

Yes sir?

CAPTAIN

Call Mother Abbess and the sisters at once!  We’re going to have a feast tonight!

We’re going to celebrate!  (he hands her his cell phone)

MARIA

Right away, sir!  (salutes him… then hesitates) How do you use this thing?

CAPTAIN

Oh…never mind, I’ll call them.

------------------------------------------------------------

Close curtain

Set change:  Trapp Castle dining room

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 3 - Scene 1
------------------------------------------------------------

Set:  table mid stage, with the Trapp family sitting at it

The nuns are standing around the family, along with Maria and Bro. & Sis. Kenney

------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR

While preparations were being made for the impromptu great feast, Maria asked Bro. and Sis. Kenney
to teach everyone a new song.  Maria knew that the children would love to learn a new song and it would keep their minds and spirits occupied while they waited.

HELEN KENNEY
Everyone in Austria knows the Edelweiss song, right?  (everyone says yes, right,  yes ma’am,  all at the same time.  Then more to the children:)  Did you know that the Edelweiss is a small white flower and 
the word means “lion’s paw”?  (oooos and ahhhs from the younger children)  This is how it goes…

I’ll sing it once…..then everyone can join in--

GRETL

(innocently interrupts)  Can I sing too?

HELEN KENNEY

(laughs) Oh yes, honey, everyone can sing!

------------------------------------------------------------

On-Screen:  the words appear on the screen as it is sung--

------------------------------------------------------------
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Song - Jesus Christ, Rose of Sharon

HELEN KENNEY (sings)

Jesus Christ…

Rose of Sharon…
Every morning You greet me
Great and white, shining bright
You are happy to meet me
Together and slowly 
We bloom and grow

Bloom and blow forever…

Jesus Christ…

Rose of Sharon…

Some day together, forever

ALL (sings)

Jesus Christ…

Rose of Sharon…
Every morning You greet me
Great and white, shining bright
You are happy to meet me
Together and slowly 
We bloom and grow

Bloom and blow forever…

Jesus Christ…

Rose of Sharon…

Some day together, forever

MOTHER ABBESS

(crying) That song was just wonderful.  We need to sing this at the convent…

SISTER BERNICE

Reverend Mother, may I speak, please?

MOTHER ABBESS

Yes--

SISTER BERNICE

Could we please have these missionaries come and speak at the convent?

MOTHER ABBESS

Why….yes!  That’s a splendid idea!

SISTER SOPHIA

And could they sing, too?

MOTHER ABBESS

They better sing!  And bring Maria too!

------------------------------------------------------------

Close Curtain
Set Change:  The Abbey

On-Screen:  the scriptures appear on the screen as they are read--

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 3 - Scene 2

HAROLD KENNEY
(reading from Acts Chapter 2)

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom 
       you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

37  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
     “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
      for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord 
      our God will call.” 

40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this 
      perverse generation.” 
41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized--

GRETL
(stands up and loudly says)  I want to be baptized!

CAPTAIN

Uh, Gretl, we shouldn’t talk while--

HAROLD KENNEY

It’s ok, this is all in order

MOTHER ABBEY

Let me see your Bible, sir--

(he shows it to her) It does say that!  (everyone starts talking, saying things like It says what?  
What does it say?)  Wait!  (everyone quiets down)  I never saw that before today….and I’ve 
read it so many times….

HELEN KENNEY
Peter was given the keys to the kingdom of God and he preached what God gave him!

In John 3, Jesus instructs us that we must be born again of the water and the spirit--

HAROLD KENNEY

Which is fulfilled in Acts 2:38!  Repent and be baptized--why?

MARIA

Yes -- why must we be baptized?

HAROLD KENNEY

He says it himself -- for the remission of sins!  Once you are baptized in His Name, your sins are 

remitted--they were bought with a price.  Jesus Christ willingly gave His life’s blood for your sin.

After you are buried in His Name, He will give you a gift!

CAPTAIN

What is the gift?

HELEN KENNEY

The Holy Ghost….or The Holy Spirit.  He comes to live inside of you.

MARIA

How do you know you have God’s Spirit?

HAROLD KENNEY

You will speak in new tongues, as the Spirit of God gives the utterance!

MARIA

We need to do this…now!  Everyone of us (points to the audience)

All of us!

MOTHER ABBESS

Maria, did you know about all this? This …this wonderful teaching?

MARIA
Mother, I did not.  They kept it until now, this special moment.

------------------------------------------------------------

Everyone begins to kneel and get prayed for--

Spotlight on the Narrator

On-Screen:  the scriptures appear on the screen as they are read--

------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR
”Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
     Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
”For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
     the Lord our God will call.” 

“Then those who gladly received his word were baptized;” 
and that day 15 souls were added to them.  Praise the Lord!

And they sang new songs unto the Lord:  The Joyful Sound of Music!

------------------------------------------------------------

Everyone stands for the last songs

Spotlight on the group

On Screen:  the songs appear on the screen as they are sung--

------------------------------------------------------------
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Song - Climb Every Mountain

ALL (sings)

Climb ev'ry mountain

Search high and low

Follow every leading

Of the Holy Ghost.

Climb ev'ry mountain

Ford every stream

Follow until the Rapture

Till you find your dream.

A dream that will need

All God’s love you can give

Every day of your life

For as long as you live.

Climb ev'ry mountain

Ford every stream

Follow until the Rapture

Till you find your dream.

A dream that will need

All God’s love you can give

Every day of your life

For as long as you need

Climb ev'ry mountain

Fold every stream

Follow until the Rapture

Till... you... find... your...dream!
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Song - Make a Joyful Noise

ALL (sings)

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord

For He is worthy to be praised

Sing with your spirit, clap with your hands

Our God is greatly to be praised

Worthy,   worthy,    He is worthy to be praised

Hal—le—lu—jah, our God is greatly to be praised
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Song - Glorify the Lord with Me

ALL (sings)

Glorify the Lord with me.  Make a joyful melody. 

Glad hosannas we raise, as we lift our voice in praise.  Singing, glorify the Lord with me.


He is  Lord of all creation, He is ruler of all nations, Glorify the Lord with me.                                                                                                                                                                                             

He is worthy of adoration, all our praise and exaltation.  Glorify the Lord with me.   

------------------------------------------------------------
On Screen:  THE END

Close Curtain

------------------------------------------------------------

Curtain Call:  together ALL say “To God be the Glory!”
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