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Characters (in order of appear-ants):
Narrator/Business Application Ant-swer Hotline
Carol the Consult-Ant
Annabelle the Assist-Ant
Arthur the Arrog-Ant
Frankie the Refriger-Ant
Rosco the Resist-Ant
Cody the Cool-Ant
Simon the Serv-Ant
Mary the Repent-Ant
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Scenes:
Introduction
Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office – Reception area
Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office – Conference Room

Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office – Arthur’s Office

by Tim Pickl
June 2010

Act 1 - Scene 1 – Introduction
------------------------------------------------------------
Projector:  Display the “Ant” scriptures on the screen by the stage --
(can be read by the Narrator, off-stage) 
------------------------------------------------------------

6 Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones.

      Learn from their ways and become wise!

 7 Though they have no prince

      or governor or ruler to make them work,

 8 they labor hard all summer,

      gathering food for the winter.

 9 But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep?

      When will you wake up?

 10 A little extra sleep, a little more slumber,

      a little folding of the hands to rest—

 11 then poverty will pounce on you like a bandit;

      scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.
                      Proverbs 6:6-11 (New Living Translation)
------------------------------------------------------------
Curtain:  Open curtain.
Spotlight:  first on the Narrator, then to Carol the Consult-Ant, standing mid stage, 
                     with a big smile on her face
                    As each name is read, the spotlight moves to the next character as they enter– 

                     Enter in Annabelle, the Assist-Ant, Arthur the Arrog-Ant, Frankie the Refriger-Ant, 
                      Rosco the Resist-Ant, Simon the Serv-Ant, Mary the Repent-Ant
------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR
Praise the Lord!  Good evening.
All of us—each one of—ladies, gentlemen, are chained up in sin and have no way out.

When boys and girls are old enough to know, they will realize it, too.  We don’t have the 
power in us to save ourselves from those chains.  How then can we be saved from sin?
I have a question, adults:  Will corporate Ethics Training save us and give us the power over sin?
How about you, boys and girls?  If you promise your mom or your dad to do good, 
you find yourself being naughty again, right?   
Let’s watch the ants tonight and see what we can learn. Here we have Carol the Consult-Ant 
   (consultant) who was brought into a very busy JC Building Mainten-Ants (maintenance) service office
   to do Corporate Ethics Training for the office personnel and the field support technicians.     
   Next, we have Annabelle, the Assist-Ant (the assistant); and 
   Arthur the Arrog-Ant (the arrogant); and

ARTHUR THE ARROGANT
(suddenly interrupts the Narrator) Now, wait a second! My name isn’t Arthur the Eleph-Ant:
my name is Arthur!  Arthur the Arro--

NARRATOR
 Arthur the Arrog-Ant—that’s what I said!  Now hush just a minute.
(pauses)  Ants these days! Anyway, next we have
   Frankie the Refriger-Ant (the refrigerant); and
   Rosco the Resist-Ant (the resistant); and
   Simon the Serv-Ant (the servant); and
   Mary the Repent-Ant (the repentant)
   
------------------------------------------------------------
Spotlight:  moves back to the Narrator – all exit the stage, except:
Annabelle the Assist-Ant, who remains seated at a desk, sideways center stage.
On the desk is a laptop, with a printer connected to it. There is also a desk phone.
------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR

Carol the Consult-Ant enters this very busy JC Building Mainten-Ants (maintenance) service office
and meets Annabelle the Service Operations Assist-Ant for the very first time.  

Watch now and hush! and listen very closely.
Act 1 - Scene 2 – Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office  - Reception area
------------------------------------------------------------
Scene Change:  Reception area
Enter Carol the Consult-Ant.  She walks over, pulling a large black suitcase on wheels and stands in front of the desk where Annabelle is busily working.   
Sound effect:  Office telephone ringing.
------------------------------------------------------------

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
(picks up the phone) Good Morning, JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office, how may I direct your call? (pauses) Ohh, Good Morning, Mr. Arrog-Ant.
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
(clears her throat, then half-whispers) Good Morning, pardon my interruption—

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
(holds up a hand to stop Carol, then covers the mouthpiece on the phone) I’m sorry, I have to take this call, it’s the boss. (uncovers the mouthpiece) What?  Oh, I was speaking to a lady Ant who just walked in.

(pauses)  Of, you know this lady Ant was coming?  (pauses) Yes sir, I brought in all of the boxes used bakery the store tossed out last night.  It’s in your office. See you soon.  (she hangs up the phone)

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Good Morning, Annabelle the Assistant, eh?

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
That’s me!  You must be Carol the Consult-Ant.  (stands, and extends her right hand)  It’s good to meet you.  We really need you here.  (Annabelle and Carol shake hands)
------------------------------------------------------------

Sound effect:  Office telephone ringing.
------------------------------------------------------------


ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
I better get this.  (picks up the phone)  Good Morning—(pauses) Yes sir, Mr. Arrog-Ant. (pauses)

------------------------------------------------------------
Enter Arthur the Arrog-Ant with a cell phone to his ear, walking toward Carol the Consult-Ant.
------------------------------------------------------------

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
…and I want that End of the Quarter Report done ASAP.  Did you get that, Annabelle?

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
Yes sir.  May I hang up now?

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Oh, yes.  I forgot I was here already.  (takes off his glasses, looks at his cell phone, then clicks it off.)

Ahhh, you must be Carol the Consult-Ant? (extends his right hand)
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Yes, I am.  Good Morning Arthur the Arrog-Ant, it is so good to finally meet you in person.  
(Carol and Arthur shake hands)
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
The feeling is mutual.  I don’t normally ask for help from Corporate, because I can usually handle everything myself—after all I am Arthur THE Arrog-Ant, the greatest JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office Branch Manager in the entire company!  Whew, let me catch my breath for sec!  (pause)  I don’t need your help.  But everyone else here needs your help with this Ethics Training business.  See, I am perfectly ethical, but I don’t know how to convey it to my people.
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Well, sir, that’s why I’m here.  Do you have a conference room where I can get everything set up?

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Annabelle, please show Carol to the greatest JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office conference room.

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
Yes sir.  You are the greatest. (stands up, walks around the desk toward Carol)
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
I know.  I’ll be in my office munching on bakery.  If you ladies need me, just holler.

------------------------------------------------------------

Exit Arthur the Arrog-Ant.
------------------------------------------------------------

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
Thanks for being here - you’ve already had a positive effect on Arthur.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Oh?  Why is that?

ANNABELLE THE ASSIST-ANT
He NEVER says please!  (giggles) Come and follow me; I’ll show you the Conference Room.

 ------------------------------------------------------------

Exit Carol and Annabelle.

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 1 - Scene 3 – Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office  - Conference Room
------------------------------------------------------------
Scene Change:  Conference Room, large table with the long edge toward the audience.
Carol the Consult-Ant is at the center of the table, facing the audience;
   Carol pulls out a laptop and projector from her suitcase; there is a speaker phone on the table
------------------------------------------------------------

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

(looks up to heaven)  Dear Lord, I hope and pray I can make difference today. 

------------------------------------------------------------

Carol finishes connecting the projector to the laptop;
Enter Frankie the Refriger-Ant, Rosco the Resist-Ant, Cody the Cool-Ant, Simon the Serv-Ant and
Mary the Repent-Ant; and they all take seats around the table, all facing the audience
------------------------------------------------------------

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

(trying to sound chipper) Good Morning everyone! Let’s go around the table.  Please tell us your name and tell us--what is your role here at the very busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office?  
(looks at Frankie)
FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT
Mornin’.  I am Frankie.  Frankie the Fridge.  I charge the chillers.
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Frankie the Refriger-Ant.  Good to meet you. And you, sir?  (looks at Rosco)
ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Whatever.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Awww… come on now.  This isn’t hard.  What is your name and role?
ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT

Rosco.  I am Rosco the Resist-Ant.  I do controls and electronics, eh?  

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

See that wasn’t so hard, eh?

ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Whatever.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

And you, sir?  (looks at Cody)

CODY THE COOL-ANT
Hi Carol.  My name is Cody the Cool-Ant, and I keep our trucks runnin’.  ‘Specially the coolant.  Get it, Cool-Ant? (laughs)
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

(laughs with Cody for a moment) Thank you Cody for your coolness. And you, sir?  (looks at Simon)

SIMON THE SERV-ANT.
Good Morning.  I am Simon the Serv-Ant.  I am in charge of the sales force here at the very busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office.
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT

Thank you Simon for your answer.  And you, ma’am?  (looks at Mary)

MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Good Morning Carol.  I’m Mary the Repent-Ant.  I am Annabelle the Assist-Ant’s Assistant.  They call me the double A—like a double A battery because I keep going and going and—anyway, we’re soooo glad you are here.

------------------------------------------------------------

Optional:
Project Carol’s PowerPoint Presentation on screen near the Stage
------------------------------------------------------------

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Good Morning Mary, I am glad to be here too.    Just to explain:  I here today at the request of Arthur the Arrog-Ant.  According to Arthur, the ethics in this office has run amok, thus the reason for this training.  (pauses, presses one key on the laptop’s keyboard)  As you can see on the screen, we will be discussing several main points, starting with the definition of Ethics:
The embodiment of those values that the person or organization feels are important…, and spell our proper conduct and appropriate action. – Merriam Webster
Next (pauses, presses one key on the laptop’s keyboard)  

What  you find is that the tough ethical choices are not between good and evil, but rather between two goods: 

 Truth versus Loyalty

 Individual versus Community

 Short-term versus Long-term

 Justice versus Mercy

Next (pauses, presses one key on the keyboard) Hey, what a second, what’s happening?

My computer froze again!  Can I use this phone to call Tech Support?

MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Sure, go ahead.  Dial 9 to get out. (pushes the phone over to Carol) I put it on speaker so we can all hear.
------------------------------------------------------------

Sound effect:  Telephone beeps as Carol dials in and selects menu options
Note:  Narrator’s voice is the Tech Support answering service
------------------------------------------------------------

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE
You have reached the Business Application ANT-swer Hotline, please listen carefully as our menu options have changed.  Press 1 for a true emergency.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
(presses a key on the phone)  I would say this is an emergency.

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE
Thank you for calling the Business Application Ant-swer Emergency Hotline 911 option.  
All of our Ant-swer Agents are currently on other calls.  Please hold.

------------------------------------------------------------

Sound effect:  annoying on-hold music
------------------------------------------------------------

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Arrrgh!  So annoying.  I hate calling for Tech Support.  They can be so—

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

Thank you for calling the Business Application Ant-swer Emergency Hotline.  We’re the Ants with the Ant-swers you need now.  May I have your last name?

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Consult-Ant.

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

First Name?

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Carol.

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

(pauses)  There, I have found you in our system.  How may I help you today?
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
I am in a training class and started the Ethics Training PowerPoint and it froze up, what should I do?

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

One moment, please.  May I remote control into your computer?

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Sure – do whatever you need to do.

FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT
(raises one hand) Eh, I have question, Carol.  
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Go ahead.

FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT
You seem like a real nice lady an’ all, but what’s the real reason why you’re here?  Come on, we all know how da boss is.  He’s a tough one.
ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Yeah, what’s the deal?

CODY THE COOL-ANT
Come on now, we need to keep our cool.  Let’s be cool-ants.
SIMON THE SERV-ANT.
I agree with Cody, we don’t need to start any trouble here.
MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Gentlemen, please, not here, not now—

FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT

(stands up and slams one fist on the table)  Dat’s it!  I’m sick of all dis foolin’ around!  You need to tell us why we’re here, or I’m outta here!  I have work to do. (turns to walk off stage)
ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
You go, Frankie.  Yeah, come on, Carol, what’s the deal?

------------------------------------------------------------

Enter Arthur the Arrog-Ant, and stops Frankie and ushers Frankie back to his seat at the table.
------------------------------------------------------------

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
I’ll tell ya what’s the deal, Mr. Rosco and Mr. Frankie:  You think I can’t hear your big mouths in my office?  That’s ENOUGH of this:  Shut up and listen to Carol. Frankie, sit down!

FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT

But, boss—

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
I said, sit!  DOWN.

FRANKIE THE REFRIGER-ANT

Yes sir.

ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
(raises both palms) Whatever.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
(points at Rosco) And you, Mr. Rosco, I’ve had enough of your attitude.  No more ‘whatevers’ out of you—you got that?

ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Wha—

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Ah-ah-ah—don’t say it!

ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Yes sir.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Much better.  Carol, what’s the hold up, here?

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Umm, Mr. Arrog-Ant, by computer froze and I called Tech Support – they are on the line now.
(points at the phone on the conference room table)
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

Got it. I know how to handle the helpLESS desk.  (walks over and speaks loudly toward the phone on the table)  Tech Support?
NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

Yes sir.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

Fix this computer:  NOW!

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

It’s done, now, sir.  Carol:  after your laptop re-starts, you should be good-to-go.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Thank you so much.

NARRATOR/BUSINESS APPLICATION ANT-SWER HOTLINE

Thank you for calling the Business Application Ant-swer Emergency Hotline.  We’re the Ants with the Ant-swers you need now.  Please remember to fill out the survey you will receive via e-mail after our call today.  Have a wonderful day!

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

Oh, whatever. 

 ROSCO THE RESIST-ANT
Eh, that’s my line!
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

You’re right, Mr. Rosco the Resist-Ant.  I’m sorry—I was wrong.  Carol:  I’m heading back to my office.  Please stop by after your presentation.  We seriously need to talk.  (starts to walk off-stage; stops and turns back toward Carol)  And bring Simon the Serv-Ant and Mary the Repent-Ant. 
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Will do!

------------------------------------------------------------

Exit Arthur
End of Act 1

------------------------------------------------------------

Act 2 - Scene 1 – Busy JC Building Mainten-Ants Service Office – Arthur’s Office

------------------------------------------------------------

Scene Change:  Arthur the Arrog-Ant’s office
 Arthur the Arrog-Ant is seated at a desk, sideways center stage, with phone to his ear, talking.
  Laptop, printer, phone and Bible are on the desk.   There are 3 guest chairs in front of the desk.
Optional:  use the same desk as Annabelle’s in Act 1, Scene 2

Enter Carol the Consult-Ant; then Simon the Serv-Ant; and then Mary the Repent-Ant
Optional:  Scriptures read can be projected on a screen near the stage.
------------------------------------------------------------
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

(covers the phone mouthpiece with one hand)  Oh, yes…come in, please come in.  
(Motions toward the seats in front of his desk)  I’ll be off of the phone in just one minute. 
(pauses)  Yes, yes.  I will hold, thank you.  (covers the mouthpiece again)
I’m tracking down the Support Tech who helped Carol earlier today.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Oh-oh!
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

No…no…it’s nothing like that.  (pauses, nods his head, speaks back into the phone)  

Yes, the Tech was speaking to Carol. (pauses)  Carol the Consult-Ant. Yes.  
Okay, can you transfer me now?  (pauses) Yes I will hold.

(pauses) Yes… is this the Support Tech who was helping Carol the Consult-Ant earlier today?

(pauses)  I just wanted to speak to you directly and personally tell you I am sorry about how I treated you earlier today.  We’ve been under a lot of stress here lately, with the end of the month invoicing coming up, along with pressure from the Region regarding the end of the fiscal year sales numbers. Plus. Corporate is mandating Ethics Training for all employees in the field.  These are not excuses – they’re just an explanation of why I was acting that way.   Please forgive me… (pauses) Thank you and have a great day.
(hangs up the phone).  Thank you all for stopping by.
CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Thanks for inviting us…  Is everything okay?

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

Well now it is—at least with that poor Business Application Ant-swer Emergency Hotline technician.
(pauses)  I’ve asked you all to stop by today because I need to apologize to all of you and make a confession.  First, please forgive me for how I acted in the Conference Room today; and—especially to you, Simon the Serv-Ant and you, Mary the Repent-Ant – I haven’t been a very nice boss over the years.

(pauses, then reaches for the Bible on his desk) I have come to a crossroads in my life.  My parents have both passed away, and while I’ve been angry with God for a long, long time, it’s time to make it right.

SIMON THE SERV-ANT
How can we help?

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT

(opens the Bible) I need you to show me—show me what I need to do to be saved.  
What should I do?
SIMON THE SERV-ANT
Arthur, please hand me your Bible.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Here.  (Hands Simon the Bible.)  Carol—just like I didn’t have the ability to give the Ethics training; I don’t have the ability to save myself from myself, or my sin.  Mary:  Thank you for being here.  Your Repent-Ant life has been an awesome example to me, of how I should be living my life.

SIMON THE SERV-ANT 
Arthur, your question is listed right here in your Bible.  I will read starting in Acts, Chapter 2, verse 36.
"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  Now look at verse 37.   When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
What is the answer?

SIMON THE SERV-ANT 

This is it – these are the keys to entering the kingdom of God:  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  See that?  After you repent, then you must be baptized in the name above all names – the name of Jesus Christ.  Why?  The Name of Jesus is the ONLY WAY for the forgiveness of your sins.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Wow, Simon, I never saw that before in the Bible—thank you.
MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Same here—thanks Simon.


SIMON THE SERV-ANT 

Then, The Lord will fill you to overflowing with His Spirit.  He gives us the power to live victoriously for Him.  The evidence of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is speaking in other tongues.  
Look at Acts, Chapter 2, verse 4.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
And then let’s see Acts, Chapter 19, verse 6.
When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Okay, let’s do this:  I want to be baptized now.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Count me in, too.  

MARY THE REPENT-ANT
I want to do this as well. 

SIMON THE SERV-ANT
We can run over to the church now and have the Pastor baptize all of you.  
Just let me contact the Pastor first.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Sure – anything you need.  (turns and pushes his desk phone toward Simon)
SIMON THE SERV-ANT
Just one thing, Arthur.  

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Sure – Just name it.

SIMON THE SERV-ANT
I already see a change in you.  You have the attitude—or the spirit—
of a person who’s already repented.  You must change your name from Arrog-Ant.
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT
Okay.

SIMON THE SERV-ANT
You will no longer be Arthur the Arrog-Ant.  From now on, you will be known as 
Arthur the Insignific-Ant (insignificant), my brother in the Lord.  

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT/INSIGNIFIC-ANT
Agreed.  (stands, and extends his right hand)  
SIMON THE SERV-ANT
(shakes Arthur’s hand)  Thank you, Brother Arthur.

------------------------------------------------------------

Both Carol the Consult-Ant and Mary the Repent-Ant stand, and extend their hands to Arthur.
------------------------------------------------------------

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT/INSIGNIFIC-ANT

Thanks Carol. (shakes Carol’s hand) Thanks Mary.  (shakes Mary’s hand)  

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Thanks Arthur.

MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Thanks Arthur.  This is all an answer to prayer. 

------------------------------------------------------------

All begin to exit the stage.

------------------------------------------------------------

SIMON THE SERV-ANT

Amen!
ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT/INSIGNIFIC-ANT

Hey – what is that supposed to mean?

MARY THE REPENT-ANT
Oh, I’m sorry boss.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT/INSIGNIFIC-ANT

I was just kidding!  Simon, how far away is the church?

SIMON THE SERV-ANT

It’s not far at all.

ARTHUR THE ARROG-ANT/INSIGNIFIC-ANT

Oh, thank God.

CAROL THE CONSULT-ANT
Amen!

------------------------------------------------------------

All laugh.  The End.  Close Curtain.

------------------------------------------------------------
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