Ladies and Gentlemen – Good Morning!  Praise God!   What a beautiful day -- 
The Fruit of the Spirit is Gentleness - For those of you taking notes – write GENTLENESS
1) G oodness – Let me explain. Gentleness is from the Greek word chrestotes. It means kindness.  The Spirit of gentleness wins others to God by encouraging them with kindness.  By contrast, the opposite of gentleness (or kindness) is severity. 

Let’s take a look at Romans 2:4 - Or despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness [chrestotes = gentleness] and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness [chrestotes = gentleness] of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

So - it’s the gentleness of God that leads people to repentance.  The Spirit of gentleness encourages others and leads them to believe and obey God's Word and ultimately be saved. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2) E ncourage – Let’s look at 1 Samuel 30:6 - And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.

We can and we should encourage others in gentleness, but remember: we can encourage ourselves in the Lord, too—but do it in gentleness. Don’t be so hard on yourself.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3) N ear (or “nigh”) -  Let’s look at James 4:8 - Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
As we draw closer to Jesus, we will have more gentleness, like He is gentle. Pray and pray!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4) T each – Let’s look at 2 Timothy 2:24 - And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient.
The same verse in the New Living Translation reads:  A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people.
Do you see that?  “Striving” or “quarreling” with people is the opposite of gentleness. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5) L ove / Listen – Galatians 5:22 reads - The fruit of the Spirit is Love – love is the key to all of the fruit of the Spirit.  There is an order here.  In my opinion - Love leads you to joy and joy leads you to peace and peace leads you to longsuffering and longsuffering leads you to gentleness – But: it all starts with God’s Love.  Another way to see it:  Love being gentle.
 “L” is also for listen:  Practice the art of listening.  Let me give you an example:  I have a mind that’s constantly racing, even during a conversation.  I will want to jump in and interrupt the person I am listening to, usually with a goofy pun.  But--as I am thinking about what I want to say, I am tuning out the person who is trying to tell me something important.    
So, I am NOT listening. (Getting better, though!)             We might also do that with God – so, when we pray, let’s take time to meditate on His Word and listen for His still small voice.
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6) E dify – Let’s look at Ephesians 4:29 - Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.   
Let’s read on – verses 30, 31 and 32:  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 

And be ye kind [or GENTLE] one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.  (We have the last 2 verses posted in our home.)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7) N ice / Niceness – Let’s look at James 3:17 - But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

Example:  When a visitor first drives into our parking lot at 9:55 a.m. on Sunday morning.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8) E xample – Let’s take a look at 1 Peter 2:21 - For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
As Jesus is our example, we need to be the example of gentleness to others, especially when we’re witnessing to them. [Trumpet] Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves(Matt. 10:16)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9) S oft – Let’s take a look at Proverbs 15:1 - A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.
Example:  In our daily lives we will run across very angry people.  [Call Center.]
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10) S erve – Finally, let’s look at Galatians 5:13 - For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
We’ve been “saved to serve” – let’s take every opportunity to serve with gentleness.
Now, if we read on in Galatians Chapter 6, we see the law of sowing and reaping.  If we give anger and strife and bitterness, we will reap a harvest of anger and strife and bitterness.  
But, if we give gentleness to others we will reap bountiful gentleness from others!  
Ladies and Gentlemen- did you hear that?—“Gentle”men? 
Let’s bear the fruit of the Spirit of gentleness in our lives every day.   In this flesh-driven crazy world given over to anger, hatred, violence and road rage – we have the antidote for it all!  Let’s be gentle – even when we’re driving.      Praise God and God bless you.  Have a wonderful week in Jesus’ Name!  Be gentle.  Praise God.
