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Act 1 - Scene 1 – Introduction

------------------------------------------------------------
Spotlight:  on Matthew, center stage, standing in front of the closed curtain.
------------------------------------------------------------

MATTHEW
Hello—I am Matthew, one of our Lord’s disciples.  I see there is a multitude of 
people here today (shields the light from his eyes with his hand)…and that’s great, Praise God!

I need to tell you this story! (pauses, remembering….)

Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among 
the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all 
sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who 
were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.  Great 
multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and beyond the Jordan.  
Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #1

------------------------------------------------------------
Curtain:  opens

Spotlight:  on Jesus, walking up on stage then goes to center stage.  
Several disciples walk out and sit down around Him, listening, including Matthew.
------------------------------------------------------------

MATTHEW (continues)

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated 
His disciples came to Him. Then He taught them, saying:


JESUS
God blesses those who realize their need for Him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to them.

(He motions to the aisle—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary enter the gym, walking up the aisle, as they speak, they 
          make their way to the front of the stage
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary
------------------------------------------------------------
MARY
Our son….my poor baby!  (cries) I don’t know what we’re going to do.  
We’ve tried everything—even the specialists in Minnesota couldn’t help him--
JOE
(comforts Mary, putting his arm around her) Mary, Mary, I know….


MARY

I can’t believe this…why is this happening?  Oh, God…..

JOE
There is one more thing we could try.


MARY
(wiping her eyes with Kleenex)   what?

JOE
(quietly) We could pray….and ask God for help—

MARY
Joe, you know just a few months ago, I would’ve said “No way, I don’t believe it would make any difference.”  But now—

JOE

Now that we’ve tried everything and everyone else….why not God?

MARY

Yeah…yeah, why not?  Ok… How do we start?  Our Father, which art in heaven—

JOE
(interrupts Mary) Let’s say it from our hearts, like we did for our wedding.

MARY
I like that idea.  I’ll go first….  (pauses, thinking)
Dear God,  you gave me a miracle just a few years ago….O God 
(she starts crying again)

I remember praying like this when Joshua was born--
(starts praying again)
Dear God, thank you for Joshua…He’s our little miracle…the miracle You gave
us several years ago.  Dear God….if you want to take him (…crying…) that’s up to You,
But I just want You to know that I love him—we love him—more than anything in this

world.   We need You, Dear God….
JOE
We need Your help.  Please heal our little Joshua.  He’s been such a blessing to our family.
And, while we do not understand Your ways, Father, we wait for Your answer.
Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #2
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS

God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Doctor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary

------------------------------------------------------------
THE DOCTOR
(walks toward Joe and Mary, gently motioning)
Mr. & Mrs. Christensen, you may want to sit—

MARY

Oh, no….no….(crying)

THE DOCTOR
Since we last spoke, Joshua took a turn for the worse.  There is nothing 
more we could have done for him.  The disease spread throughout his body. 
(places his hand on Joe’s shoulder, comforting him) 
I am sorry.  
MARY
(crying)  My poor baby.  My Joshee—

JOE
(crying, he comforts Mary, hugging her, looking up)  Our son…poor little guy….
Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #3
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS

God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the whole earth will belong to them.

(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Pastor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary

------------------------------------------------------------
THE PASTOR
Good Morning, Joe…and Mary.  (shakes each of their hands, gently)
It’s good to see you in church today.  Thanks for calling me about Joshua—

JOE

(suddenly grabs The Pastor and hugs his neck)  Pastor, I don’t know what’s happening,

but we are so broken… (he draws Mary into the hug)
we feel so empty since Joshua passed away.  

THE PASTOR
(gently) Go ahead….and cry…. Just let it out.

MARY

(crying, sniffling, pulling away) You know, I didn’t think I could cry any more….
but here I am… here we are, crying again like babies—

THE PASTOR
It will take time.  Jesus comforts those who mourn…and part of His comfort is that 
He sends people into our lives to gently minister to us.  
JOE

Thank you, Pastor, for being here.  We need this, right now.

THE PASTOR
Jesus knows exactly what you’re feeling.  Cast all your cares on Him, for He

Cares for you, the Bible says.  He’s here right now….I feel Him so close, so gentle.

Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #4
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary and The Pastor remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice, for they will receive it in full. 
(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Pastor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary

------------------------------------------------------------
JOE
(talking fast--nervously, excited) 
Pastor, we have a bad situation in our family:  about a year ago, our daughter Rachel was 
playing in the front yard, when the ball she was playing with rolled into the street.  She ran 
out into the street to get the ball—it happened so fast.  By the time I could get to her, a 
drunk driver was speeding down the street and hit her.  The driver is one of our
neighbors.  Our daughter didn’t die until later at the hospital.  Anyway, we went to our 
attorney, and we filed—

THE PASTOR
Whoa, take a deep breath. So, you’re saying you are in the middle of a court battle?

MARY

Yes sir, we are.  We filed a lawsuit to try to get the person who hit Rachel to pay for 

the medical bills—at least part of them.   We only wanted justice—

THE PASTOR
Ok, ok….I understand now. (pauses, considering the matter)
Here’s what we are going to do.  Let’s pray together, and wait on the Lord to work
in this situation.  Do you agree?
JOE

Yes.

MARY
I agree.

THE PASTOR

(holding Joe and Mary’s hands)

Father, we pray right now for this man who hit Rachel last year.  We pray that he will
come to repentance, and to know the Truth, the Truth of your word, and the Truth
that You love us so much, You came to this earth, Father, and died for us…and died for him.

I pray for this couple right now, and I pray that the forgiveness that You’ve shown them would

just blossom right now in their hearts, to show forgiveness toward all people, at all times.
In the mighty, matchless Name of Jesus,  Amen.

JOE
(crying) Amen.

MARY
(crying) Amen.  Thank you Pastor.

Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #5
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary and The Pastor remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Pastor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary

------------------------------------------------------------
JOE
Good Morning Pastor!

THE PASTOR
Good Morning, Christensens!  (laughing, he hugs them)


MARY
Pastor, can we talk to you for a minute?

THE PASTOR
Sure, what’s up?

JOE
We’ve been thinking….and praying about this court battle--
MARY

And we’ve decided something—

THE PASTOR

Ok, I’m listening--


JOE 

We’ve decided to drop the whole lawsuit.

THE PASTOR
(nodding)  I’m just curious:  how did you come to this decision?

MARY

We’re learning so much in our Bible Study!  The Bible says something like,
Blessed are the merciful…for they shall obtain mercy.

JOE
So, we decided to show mercy…. Because Jesus showed us mercy.
THE PASTOR
Praise God!  This is really an answer to prayer.

MARY
Joe, look (pointing down the aisle)

------------------------------------------------------------
Enter The Neighbor, walking down the aisle
Spotlight:  follow the Neighbor

------------------------------------------------------------
JOE
It’s him—

THE PASTOR

(curious)  Him… him who?

MARY
He’s our neighbor, the one we were just talking about—

THE PASTOR
(walks to meet The Neighbor) Welcome to our Sunday service!
(shakes The Neighbor’s hand)

THE NEIGHBOR
Thank you, sir.  I’m here to say thank you.  (turns to Joe and Mary)
Thank you, Joe and Mary for your kindness.  My life has been a living hell—
excuse my language-- for several years.  I was talking to God last night, asking Him 
for help, for mercy, for a fresh start.  (shaking his head)
I’ve made such a mess of my life.  Then you both stopped by:  

it was as if He answered my prayer right then.  Thank you for inviting me to church,

I really need all the church I can get. 
THE PASTOR
God bless you, sir.  (They embrace, then The Neighbor walks out of the auditorium).

JOE
(smiling, speaking to the Pastor) You know--That’s the rule in our house—

THE PASTOR
What’s that?

MARY
If we talk about someone, they will either show up, or call….every time!

Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #6
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary and The Pastor remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Pastor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary
Curtain:  closes, move small bed to center/front of the stage
------------------------------------------------------------
MARY
Pastor, I have a question about dreams.  Do you believe that dreams can come from God?
Can He speak to us in dreams?  
JOE

And, what about visions?

THE PASTOR
The Bible says in Acts, chapter 2:
  And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,

  That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;

  Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

  Your young men shall see visions,

  Your old men shall dream dreams.
Why….have you had a dream…or a vision?

MARY
Well, I have dreams all the time….but I don’t remember them most of the time.
But I do remember a dream that Rachel had once.  She was just a little girl.

Joe, how old was she then?
------------------------------------------------------------
Mary walks up to the stage and sits on the bed
Curtain:  opens after Mary sits down

------------------------------------------------------------
JOE
About 5… but the dream was so real, so very real, to her.   We never really thought 
about it until recently, after Mary and I were baptized and received the Holy Ghost.

THE PASTOR

What was the dream about?  

JOE
Rachel was a curious little girl—
------------------------------------------------------------
Spotlight:  change to Mary, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
RACHEL
(runs on stage) 
Mommy, mommy!  (she hugs Mary)  

MARY
What is it, honey?

RACHEL
I can’t sleep.  I saw Jesus, standing by my bed.  He was telling me not to be afraid.
He said He loves me.

MARY
Oh, honey, you’re probably just scared of the storm—

RACHEL

Oh no, Mommy—He was real—Jesus is real.  He was standing right by my bed.
Everything is going to be ok.  It really is Mommy.  You gotta believe me.
MARY

(hugs Rachel again)  Oh honey.  It’s going to be ok.  Everything’s going to be alright. 

------------------------------------------------------------
Curtain:  closes
Move the bed off stage--
Spotlight:  change to Joe, in front of the stage

------------------------------------------------------------
THE PASTOR

Rachel was also a special girl:  because she was pure in heart—she saw God.

JOE
Wow…thank you, Pastor.  I never thought of it that way.  Praise God
Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #7
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and The Pastor remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Curtain:  opens

Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Neighbor
Spotlight:  switch to Joe and Mary
------------------------------------------------------------

JOE
(on his cell phone) Pastor, we have good news!  Mary and I have been teaching a
Bible Study to our Neighbor for 7 weeks…and tonight he repented and agreed to be 
baptized!  Can you baptize him tomorrow?

THE PASTOR (off stage)
Praise the Lord!  By all means!  Please let me talk to him.

JOE
Here…he wants to talk to you (hands him the phone)

THE NEIGHBOR
Hello?

THE PASTOR (off stage)
Hello.  How are you feeling?
THE NEIGHBOR
I’m feeling….at peace.  For the first time in my life!

THE PASTOR (off stage)
Praise the Lord!  We’ll see you tomorrow!  This is exciting!  Once you are born again of the

water, and of the Spirit, you will enter the kingdom of God!  Well, you have a blessed night 
now, ok?

THE NEIGHBOR

I’m looking forward to it!
(hands the phone back to Joe)

Thank you, Joe.  (hugs Joe)

JOE

No problem, brother.  God works in mysterious ways:  they are a mystery to us,

But Our Father knows best!
Act 1 - Scene 1 – Beatitude #8
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary and The Pastor remain in front of the stage, stepping temporarily to the side.
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
God blesses those who are persecuted because they live for God, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is theirs.  God blesses you when you are mocked and persecuted and lied about 
because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits 
you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted, too.
(He motions to the front of the stage—the disciples turn to watch)

------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary move to the front of the stage, enter The Pastor
Spotlight:  switch to The Pastor

Curtain:  close curtain
------------------------------------------------------------

THE PASTOR

(walks up on stage)

Good Morning.  I just wanted to inform the congregation and update you on the

latest news regarding our legal battle with the ex-wife of Joe and Mary 

Christensen’s neighbor.  Yesterday, I was served with a subpoena to 

appear before a grand jury.  They want to investigate me, Joe and & Mary and

our church.  They are using the RICO act, and other legislation to prosecute us.
 Please let me read this—is this ok?

Ok--   

The US Federal Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) of 
1970 was originally written to target organized crime. It allowed the courts to attack  
"enterprises" that engage in a "pattern of racketeering." A similar piece of legislation, 
the Hobbs Act of 1946 makes it a crime to take property from another with force. Both 
have been used by pro-choice groups to target Pro-Life organizations, until recently
when they have been used to target churches and church organizations.

Over the years, liberal judges have been appointed to federal benches across the U.S.;

and it looks like it’s our turn.  We are being persecuted for Jesus!  Praise God!
How can I be so happy?  Don’t look at me like that – Jesus said we would be
lied about because we choose to follow Him – we should expect it!

But—Praise God—the truth will stand.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but His Word 
will never pass away!  The light and truth of God’s word will never end!
Because Jesus is that light and He is The Truth!  There is no other way.  He is The Way!
Thank you, and praise God anyway!  Hallelujah!
Act 1 - Scene 1 – The End
------------------------------------------------------------
Joe and Mary and The Pastor exit the auditorium
Spotlight:  switch to Jesus, on stage

------------------------------------------------------------
JESUS
You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it 
useful again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. You are the light 
of the world--like a city on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to see. Don't hide your 
light under a basket!  Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all. In the same way, 
let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father.
MATTHEW AND THE DISCIPLES
Hallelujah!

------------------------------------------------------------
Curtain:  close curtain
Spotlight:  fade to black
------------------------------------------------------------

-end-
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