How much does it cost?
A One Act Play with Two Scenes

Characters:


School Counselor:  
Miss Kelly 
Pastor:
Pastor Joe
Teenagers:  
Chloe
Kaylee
Samantha

SCENE 1 – TEEN COUNSELING SCENE

-------------------------------------------------------------------
The three teenagers walk on stage left and plop into three bean bag chairs strategically placed in the middle of the stage.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

CHLOE
Well, this is awkward.

SAMANTHA
You can say that again.

KAYLEE
That. Get it?  You can say that again. That?!?

CHLOE
Oh, very funny, Kaylee the Kid.  Get over yourself.

SAMANTHA
Wow, Chloe—Kaylee was just tryin’ to lighten it up a little.

CHLOE
Maybe this just ain’t the time for jokin’ around like a bunch of kids.

SAMANTHA
Whoa, everyone.  I hear Miss Kelly comin’.  Let’s work together, here.  Take your usual stances.

CHLOE
All-right.

KAYLEE
(salutes Samantha) Yes, ma’am!
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Chloe starts filing her nails.
Kaylee takes one strand of hair and begins curling it with one finger.
Samantha reaches back and starts to scratch one shoulder.
Miss Kelly steps on stage, smiling.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
(sighs in disbelief)  Good morning everyone.

CHLOE, KAYLEE & SAMANTHA
(in unison)  Good Morning, Miss Kelly.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Oh, this IS a change.  We’re only starting on the third day of our counseling sessions together—and, not only are we are still posing the same way (Miss Kelly mocks Chloe by acting like she is filing her nails) but now we are all speaking in unison.

CHLOE, KAYLEE & SAMANTHA
(Samantha nods, then they answer in unison)  Yes, Miss Kelly.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Very interesting.  (pauses)  Very interesting, indeed.  One of our coping mechanisms is to use humor—wait.  (pauses again, holding one hand over her mouth) Okay, let’s be completely honest here.

CHLOE, KAYLEE & SAMANTHA
(Samantha shrugs, then nods, then they answer in unison)  Yes, Miss Kelly.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
For three days you all have received counseling, comfort, sympathy and lectures.  Ministers and psychologists came here to help you at a time when you world may seem to have ended.
And—Samantha—don’t make them answer again. This is serious.

SAMANTHA
Yes, Miss Kelly (nervously giggles).

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
The world ended for four of our friends.  They died.  They died tragically on the way home from a keg party after graduation.  They died as they celebrated the wrong way.
CHLOE
It just doesn’t make sense.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
None of this makes sense.  Life doesn’t make sense.  That’s why we need to reach out to God for comfort and then help each other.  Barring another tragedy, each one of you will go on living.
KAYLEE
So, what do we do now?

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
(pauses) I remember when I was about your age.  I saw a fancy Levi’s jacket in a store window.  Since I was to be riding in the girls’ rodeo competition the following month, I figured I simply couldn’t live without that jacket.  So, I went into the store, found the jacket in my size and bought it without asking how much it cost.  

CHLOE
Some serious plastic.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
No plastic.  It was all hard-earned cash.  Anyway, I almost had a heart attack when the clerk told me how much it cost.  There went all the spending money I had saved practically forever.  In fact, I had to go home and rob my piggy bank and then go back to the store to buy the jacket.

SAMANTHA
And…this has to do with our situation, how?   
KELLY THE COUNSELOR
(sighs heavily) No--yes---just listen for a minute.  Was the jacket worth that much?  No way, I concluded over the next several months, when I had to do without several things I needed or wanted, like a class ring.
KAYLEE
And…?

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
I learned a lot from that experience.  I learned to ask, ‘What does it cost?’ before buying.  Over the years, I’ve also learned that looking at price tags is a good idea when it comes to actions, also.  Always ask yourself, Will what I am about to do be worth the cost?
CHLOE
So when our friends chose to drink and act crazy that night, it wasn’t worth the price.

KAYLEE
No, it wasn’t worth the price.  When it doubt, throw it out, my dad always says.
CHLOE
I just feel so horrible.  I was at that party—and I never thought that this would happen.

SAMANTHA
(reaches over to comfort Chloe)   We all feel the same way.  We were all there.

CHLOE
The guilt is overwhelming.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
(kneels down and rubs Chloe’s shoulder, then stands and announces) I think it’s time we walk over to the Chapel.  Pastor Joe is waiting for us now.
+++

SCENE 2 – CHAPEL SCENE

-------------------------------------------------------------------
4 chairs are set on the left side of the stage, and a small pulpit (or music stand)
is set up on the right side of the stage.  Pastor Joe is standing behind the small pulpit.
Chloe, Kaylee, Samantha and Miss Kelly file into the Chapel and sit in the chairs.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

PASTOR JOE
Good Morning.  Thanks for stopping by.  I’ve met with each of you individually and spoken with Miss Kelly at length about this situation. Most importantly, I’ve sought God’s counsel and wisdom.  Today, I want to show you something powerful from the Word of God; and rather than just tell it to you--I want to show you.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Thank you Pastor Joe.  The group is ready.

PASTOR JOE
I want to gently remind you that your friends’ graduation celebration cost too much. Unfortunately, this tragedy involving alcohol and other drugs is all too common in America.  Let me read this editorial about an accident that happened a few months ago.  The article was written by our Chief of Police. Listen very carefully to this:

Close to a thousand people were there that day, all sitting in front of a smooth casket topped with flowers, candles and a high school letter jacket.  Jason was president of the senior class, a star athlete, a popular friend to hundreds, the only son of successful parents, but he drove into the side of a fast-moving freight train at the city square on a beautiful Sunday afternoon and was killed instantly.  He was only eighteen years old. 
And he was drunk.
You never get accustomed to or forgot the horror on the faces of parents when you break the news to them that their child is forever gone from this earth.  
We know there will be both youth and parents who don’t like our enforcement posture.  There will be verbal and maybe physical abuse against the officers.  Some parents will complain about our enforcement of underage drinking laws.  But we can live with that a lot easier than telling parents that their son or daughter has been killed.

-------------------------------------------------------------------
The three teens are crying by the time Pastor Joe finishes reading the editorial. 
Pastor Joe takes a towel and a dishpan, steps over to the first teen, kneels down and removes her shoes and socks, and washes her feet.  Then they hug.  
Pastor Joe repeats his act of compassion for the next two teens.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

KAYLEE
Thank you Pastor Joe. That was awesome.

PASTOR JOE
God bless you Kaylee.  God bless each of you, because Jesus is awesome.

KAYLEE
Can any good come out of our tragedy?  Or do we just let it end like a sad movie?
Maybe we could make a pledge or something.

SAMANTHA
Hey!  Not a bad idea.  
CHLOE
Something like pretending there’s a price tag on things adults think we shouldn’t do, then maybe deciding if we’re ready to take the chance anyway.
SAMANTHA
The problem with that is, we can’t know for sure what that price would be.  Maybe nothing bad will happen even if we take the risk.  

CHLOE
That’s a good point.  Suppose instead of ‘How much will it cost, we should ask ourselves, How much might it cost?  The at least we would look at the possible outcomes first.

SAMANTHA
I’ll buy that.  I agree to this pledge.  (looks around)
Does everyone else?
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Kaylee and Chloe both nod in agreement
-------------------------------------------------------------------

PASTOR JOE
God is certainly moving in your lives in a mighty way.  Remember:  God’s love and forgiveness covers all.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Amen.    Let’s go grab some lunch.
CHLOE, KAYLEE & SAMANTHA
(Samantha nods, then they answer in unison)  Yes, Miss Kelly.

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Very funny!
SAMANTHA
Are you buyin’?

KELLY THE COUNSELOR
Just this one time.  It’ll be worth the cost.

